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Fostering Inclusive Impact Finance

Enabling Formal Financing to Women-
led Enterprises (WLE) under NRLM

Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana-National Rural Livelihood Mission (DAY-NRLM) is a flagship program of
the Ministry of Rural Development (Govt of India) aimed at poverty alleviation through self-
employment and skilled wage employment for rural

poor households. With over 8.4 million Self-Help

Groups (SHGs) and 90 million women members,

the mission focuses on social mobilization, financial

inclusion, sustainable livelihoods, and access to

entitlements.

NRLM estimates that around 10 million mature 9 9

SHG members require loans between INR

75,000 and INR 0.5 million, with additional 9 9
demand from 15 million emerging 9

members. Since SHGs are not equipped to

meet these credit needs, NRLM is

promoting individual microenterprise loans
for women entrepreneurs.

To address this, Sa-Dhan is implementing a Technical
Assistance (TA) project to support NRLM, SRLMs,
and financial institutions in facilitating enterprise
financing for 1 million SHG members in major

states, aligning with NRLM's objectives with

support of the Gates Foundation.

“Sa-Dhan is actively providing technical support across 7 states strengthening the capacities of over
one million women-led enterprises.”




Key Interventions

Sa-Dhan brings extensive expertise in enterprise development and financing. We serve as technical partners to

leading national-level institutions:
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Over three years, TA support aims to strengthen 1 million
women-led enterprises. Digital loan disbursement and
repayment will mark success, with 30% of financed
enterprises expected toseea 15-20% sales increase.
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Baseline Findings

Covered 6 states & 1900+ respondents

High demand for enterprise loans faces challenges with low approval rates and delays.

The manual loan application process is cumbersome, despite support from community cadres.
Cadres are crucial but struggle with low pay, heavy workloads, and inadequate training.

Accessing SHG-specific loans is hindered by unclear guidelines, documentation issues, and
poor bank communication.
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» Women entrepreneurs require improved financial literacy, digitization, and post-credit support
to grow their businesses.
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Digitization of Individual Loan Application
through Jan Samarth Portal

Enterprise Financing Workshop with
Indian Bank Association to engage Banks

Continuous Engagement with NRLM and
7 SRLMs

Capacity Building of Vitta Sakhis
and Mentors

Close Coordination with Bankers
for WLE Financing
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